






		
		
				
			
								
					
						 solutions@marshalldefense.com

206.826.1400
						
							

[image: Facebook]
[image: Facebook]






[image: Linkedin]
[image: Linkedin]






[image: Twitter]
[image: Twitter]






[image: Youtube]
[image: Youtube]




[image: Find a Lawyer]
[image: Find a Lawyer]


						

					

				

				

			

		

		
		
		
			
				
				
					
						[image: marshall defense firm logo]
[image: marshall defense firm logo]
					
					Open Menu	READ THIS FIRST
	Videos
	What You Need to Know
	Services
	Sex Crimes Against Children
		Child Molestation
	Rape of a Child
	Communication with a Minor for Immoral Purposes
	Sexual Misconduct with a Minor
	Commercial Sexual Abuse of a Minor
	Luring
	Criminal Trespass against Children



	Defending Against Civil Sex Abuse Suits
	Other Sex Crimes
		Rape
	Promoting Prostitution
	Sexual Exploitation and Patronizing a Prostitute
	Voyeurism
	Indecent Liberties
	Custodial Sexual Misconduct
	Failure to Register as a Sex Offender



	Domestic Violence
	Physical Abuse of Children
		Assault of a Child
	Shaken Baby Syndrome, Abusive Head Trauma, and Whiplash Mechanism Injuries
	Suspicious Fractures
	Spanking that Leaves Bruises



	Internet and Technology-Related Accusations
		Internet Sting Operations
	Possession, Production, or Distribution of Child Pornography



	Representation in Legal Difficulties
		Dependency Cases
	Title IX
	Appeals and Other Post-Conviction Relief
	CPS Investigations and Appeals
	Civil Damages Claims for Possessing Child Pornography
	Protection and Restraining Orders






	Case Studies
	Lawyers’ Corner
	About Us
	Firm News
	Careers
	Approach
	Our Team
		David S. Marshall
	Joshua R. Saunders
	Kristina L. Selset
	Emily Gause
	Glenn MacGilvra
	Tracey McDonald



	Special Assault Defense FAQ
	Testimonials



	Contact Us
	Blog


				


				
					READ THIS FIRST
	Videos
	What You Need to Know
	Services
	Sex Crimes Against Children
		Child Molestation
	Rape of a Child
	Communication with a Minor for Immoral Purposes
	Sexual Misconduct with a Minor
	Commercial Sexual Abuse of a Minor
	Luring
	Criminal Trespass against Children



	Defending Against Civil Sex Abuse Suits
	Other Sex Crimes
		Rape
	Promoting Prostitution
	Sexual Exploitation and Patronizing a Prostitute
	Voyeurism
	Indecent Liberties
	Custodial Sexual Misconduct
	Failure to Register as a Sex Offender



	Domestic Violence
	Physical Abuse of Children
		Assault of a Child
	Shaken Baby Syndrome, Abusive Head Trauma, and Whiplash Mechanism Injuries
	Suspicious Fractures
	Spanking that Leaves Bruises



	Internet and Technology-Related Accusations
		Internet Sting Operations
	Possession, Production, or Distribution of Child Pornography



	Representation in Legal Difficulties
		Dependency Cases
	Title IX
	Appeals and Other Post-Conviction Relief
	CPS Investigations and Appeals
	Civil Damages Claims for Possessing Child Pornography
	Protection and Restraining Orders






	Case Studies
	Lawyers’ Corner
	About Us
	Firm News
	Careers
	Approach
	Our Team
		David S. Marshall
	Joshua R. Saunders
	Kristina L. Selset
	Emily Gause
	Glenn MacGilvra
	Tracey McDonald



	Special Assault Defense FAQ
	Testimonials



	Contact Us
	Blog

	


	
				
			
		

		
		

	
	

		



				

			

		

	
	

	
				
			

			
				Why We Defend the Guilty, Too

							
	
		
	
			 
	

		
						
		
					
				
					
						
										
				
					Nothing stirs our zest for battle as much as the cause of the falsely accused. Yet we also defend persons who are guilty. Why do we do that?

One reason is practical: we could not sensibly sort prospective clients into “guilty” and “innocent” categories at the beginning of their cases. The stigma of child abuse and other special assaults is so great that persons who eventually tell us they are guilty sometimes begin by telling us they are innocent.

Another reason is that we care about everyone. Long ago, when David Marshall left his job as a prosecutor and began to defend the accused, he was surprised how natural it was for him to care about the accused. Before, he had sometimes just seen them as the bad guys he was trying to convict. Now, he saw them as fellow human beings, like all God’s children in that their characters had both weaknesses and strengths.

Genuine compassion for our clients, the guilty as well as the innocent, remains a hallmark of our firm. For clients who wish to plead guilty and seek a treatment alternative to a prison sentence, we have the experience and knowledge of the law they will need. We also find much satisfaction in opening a path to healing for the guilty and their victims.

The third reason we represent the guilty is that, under our legal system, everyone, regardless of what he or she has done, is entitled to a lawyer’s help. In vigorously representing the guilty, we play an essential role in the American system of justice.

It is not a lawyer’s duty to act as judge or jury. If you tell us you are innocent, that is enough for us—we set out to defend you as innocent. It would not help anyone for us to spend time pondering whether to believe you, so we don’t. We just believe you.

There is only one way our representation of the guilty could interfere with our ability to win freedom for the innocent. That would be if we came to presume all our clients guilty and set about to defend them as if they were guilty. Perhaps some defense lawyers (lawyers who have fewer innocent clients than we do) fall into this way of thinking.

This way of thinking is hazardous to the innocent because there is a difference in how one defends the innocent and the guilty. The lawyer who presumes his client guilty will not look for evidence of innocence—the lawyer presumes it does not exist. Rather, that lawyer will look for weaknesses in the prosecution’s evidence—the fading of a witness’s memory, a witness’s criminal record that undercuts his or her credibility, an error in the analysis at the crime lab.

Such weaknesses help the innocent person, too, and we pursue them. But the heart of our work for the innocent person is to build the case that proves his or her innocence. Part of that work is teaching the accused to testify to the unvarnished truth—a way of testifying that runs against the self-preservation instinct but is surprisingly powerful. Our pre-trial interview of a complainant is also rooted in the pursuit of the truth. We seek, not to trick the complainant into saying things he or she doesn’t truly believe, but to find out what is in the complainant’s memory—and if it is a memory of something that never happened, to get information from the complainant that will help us prove that.

Our zeal in winning freedom for the falsely accused is the bedrock of our firm. Because of that, we can also represent the guilty without reducing our effectiveness for anyone.
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                                                    Last
                                                
                            
                        

	Email*
                            
                        

	Phone (optional for faster response)

	Tell us about your situation.*Do NOT send us any confidential information until we have discussed this matter with you further.


	How did you hear about us?*---Select an option---
Another attorney
A counselor
Someone I know personally
Online Search (Google, Bing, Yahoo, etc.)
Avvo
Other



	What is the name of that attorney?(optional)
 

	What is the name of that counselor?(optional)
 

	What is the name of that person?(optional)
 

	What did you search?(optional)
 

	In which category were you searching?(optional)
 

	Please explain.(optional)
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Contact Information



901 5th Ave Suite 2800

 Seattle, WA 98164

206.826.1400

 solutions@marshalldefense.com
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												Confer with us in good health! You may choose to confer with us by Zoom or telephone to avoid Covid risk. Please phone us at 206.826.1400 to schedule your conference.


											

									

			

			





















